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'Right To Know' 
The Sources, Too 
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hwral tlmd recently a ~portff, hN 1one to 
Jail ror rallln1 to reveal lhe 90Urce of 'hi.I ln­
formatlon. Some an.-spapu.9 have treated lhla 
tum o( evtnts like the ~cond comln1 of the 
British. Char,tn1 off like Paul Revue ~ rally the 
~al citizenry lo protNlt ttielr freedom. lhey con­
alder lhl11 a MW U&1ult on lhrir coniitltulional 
r l1blt. 

The que~tlon ~ what ri"hh and wh~e rl,rhts! 
Is It the public's ri1ht to know or the reporter's 
rl•ht to s11y what he wishes t.o ~:1y -.·lthout beln1 
accountable lo anyont? Sorre Advoc11tce ,ef>m lo 
s11y thAl ii a ~pecial clus o( l'il.17.rn L~ ~ven the 
rljiht lo print r11<:{!1 and Allt-ard r11ct, without ~AY· 
in,i whNe he 1ot thos. f11cl.9, clvilil.lltlon will du­
cend into dukness, 

I am not ~ certain I 10 alonl( with a-11 of thi!I. 

I am ~llrf' the pobwc, and th11t mcan!I all of w, 
j nf'eds protect ·on rrom wrona 'clolnl? 1'0:1:ewhere 
. and somehow but [ arn not surf> that the pres1 or 

the! oth~ ~-<:al~ mcdiit is the place to eet it. 

The uand jury $)'Stf'm WA!I ~rl up to give the 
pttbllc, thro11!{h cltl1.ens chMt>n fRirly. the right lo 
look into po.~~ible cue, of wrona-doini, . Thal Is all I the protect ion we need. I cannot think of a sy~lem 

1 more fa ir . [t may not alw:iys work hut until 
omeone dt>vlscs a better system \\e ought lo try 

lo live with It. 

Let us 11cfm it that no 1troup 1.~ 100 J)('r <.~nt h1ir, 
I hont11t and w,11 -mcaning - neilhf'r ne,,sp:tpcr peo-

pie. nor profeuort, nor football p&.yert, nor t 
mtdlcal doctor, . lo aU walu ol llft thtrt arw la,. , 
dlvlduala who Lake upfair advanti1e ot ,pedal .

1

: 
prh.-lle1e, -.oho will twist facts lo ructi I Nlflllll · 
end and who wlll not healtate ~ harm othef9 It • 
they can 1.tn advanl•~e. Much u •• dlatlke lo IO 
concede lit 11, un(ertu11atel)', true. :: 

Now In I.he put deca~ I havt l'Hft a half •\ 
dozen feature articles In weU-kn0'4"1\ new,papert 
ctUni as fact., thln1s I. personally, knew were not 
true. A rec~nt new11paper article lnltnM<I to 
dl~credlt the football Hall of Fame cited: 
.. 1tp0kesm11n for .. . . " and ••• wtll•known 
source . ... " The citations were untn1ths .. 
Either the 11ouret or the reportn wu not lellln1 
the truth and !lhould have been opo,ed. 

_ Similar artlcl~ on a proposed bu~nrs1 
niergtr recently pnbl i11hcd C'Ont11inrd outrl•ht 
hd~ehoods which wen! dam:,,ting or llhelou1. But 
there ~ms lo be no euy recourse to tho11e who 
were harmed. 

Now, should not Jill nn,"!I !ltatt'ment~ made as 
f11cts be lnd~d (actual? If they Are not, !lhould 
there not be some redrMS? Should not the perpe­
trator be r('Qulred to show proof? h It sufricll!nt to 
s11y "that Is what I waa I.Old, but I won't tell you 
who told me"~To 11llow that protection allow, 
soml'One to destroy a reputation without evffl a 
chance of a dt-rense. A! a matter of fa<."t, how can 
one know that there . actually was a "reliable 
1'ource"! Mi,cht not the whole thin1 be • rabrica• 
tlon . formulated ror unknown pu~N but pro­
tected und~ the fi9(ment ol "prot~lln1 my 
aourcc!I of information"? 

I l'herl!,h the right to know. Rut I 111!10 t'~rli11h 
the r11ht lo know who makes fal!le alle•11llon1 
and the rlaht to defend my.~clf 11:1inst unlrutha. 

I c:1nnot belle\·e that any clallls of lndi\·ldu11l1, 
newspilper mrn or 11cholars, has .-ny !l~ch,l rli.tht1 
to dc~trny with lmrr.unity. Sometime, ~omewhere 
we all ha"'" to stand up and pro,·e our alkged 
racl9 :tre lndc-ed ral'l!I. That ill wh11t it l!I 11II about. 
If ru1rl)rlll grt ~t:1rtrd and there ,rem., lo be i1om• 
•r11ln oC truth In tht-m, a ,crand Jury can con,·ent 
and by dem11ndin1 the ra<.'llll from < veryone cnn• 
cemed t'lther clear a per,on'a f1'PUlation Of' 

rNlrt'.•.• " wron1. tr a monkey wrench la to be 
thro-·n Into the lll~'llltem by t•llltabllshlnt that there 
ls a certain clan or people wtao never ha\'e Lo ac­
count (or "hat they NY, the 111tem •-on·t •-ork. 
Then W! will lOH one ol our con1Utut(onal 
rlpta-tt.. ri,h& to defend ourMIWI •1•lul • 
Ltlathood. ' • 

\ 
The luue la rw,t • ,lmple f>nt. ,,,.,_ •" • ;, 

r,mUlcatlons htrt that fflOllt of us do not fottaN. 
Thtt r'f'lllnluth>'1 ,,, the problem l!I nol a 11:mple one. 
,_.. UA hopt It is not l'('lllnlved until ·11tt vlewpol,u 
and c.'Ufl:ttquences han been examined. 


